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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 




10 



15 



1 . A remote control apparatus comprisii 
reception means for receiving inf ojpflation 

concerning a device to be control .1$ 

validation means for validating operating 

procedures for said d^fice to be controlled; and 

transmissiojffcontrol means for transmitting an 

operating jsdmmand to said device based on said 

operajfe^ng procedures that are validated. 

2 . A remote control apparatus according to claim^ 
1, wherein said transmission control means issue^a 
request, to said device to be controlled^tor 
transmission of inf ormatioi^c^ncejpirfhg said device. 

3. A remote coptfol ap^ratus according to claim 
1, wherein sai4^£nf ormation received by said reception 
means con^aTsts of operating procedures for said device 
that J^s to be controlled. 



20 



4, 



A remote control apparatus according to clair 



25 



1, further comprising: 

storage means for storing^ep^rating procedures in 
consonance with a de^zicle to be controlled, 

wherein ^stfid information received by said 
receptiprf means constitutes identification means for a 
device to be controlled and said validation means 



• 
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validates said operating procedures stored in 
consonance with said identification information for 
said device. 



10 
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20 
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5. A remote control apparatus/according to claim 
1, further comprising: 

storage means for storiptg' operating procedures in 
consonance with a type of/a device that is to be 

controlled, 

wherein said / inf ormation received by said 
reception means^is for a type of a device to be 
controlled /find said validation means validates said 
operative? procedures stored in consonance with said 
type/of said device. 

6. A remote control apparatus according to clajnf 
1, wherein said information concerning said device that 
is to be controlled is received from saicidevice that 
is to be controlled. 

7 . A remote control apparatus according to claim 
1, wherein said inf ormafffo fe, conc erning said device to 
be controlled is received from a device other than said 
device that is t6 be controlled. 

8. /k remote control apparatus according to claim 
1, wherein said reception means receives data by 
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reading shape information for a specific portion of 
said device to be controlled, and said validatiopf means 
selects a device corresponding to said shape 
information, and validates operating Drocemires for 
said device that is selected. 



9 . A remote control 
8, wherein said shape in 
device that is to be control 




atus according to claim 
:ion is for an entire 



10. A x^fnote control apparatus according to claim 
8, wherearn said shape information is bar code attached 
to g/aevice that is to be controlled. 



15 



20 



25 



11. A remote control apparatus according to claim 
1, wherein said reception means and transmission 
control means are employed tfo perform bidirectional 
communication with said device that is to be 
controlled. 




12. A remote control apparatus according to claim 
11, wherein said reception means and said transmission 
control means are ^capable of using a plurality of 
communication routes . 



13. A remote control apparatus according to claim 
11, further comprising selection means for selecting a 

/ 
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specific communication route from amor^g said plurality 
of communication routes. 

14. A remote control apparatus according to claim 

/ 
/ 

5 11, further comprising selection means for selecting a 

/ 

second communication route while ,a first communication 
route is currently selected from among said plurality 
of communication routes. 

10 15. A remote control apparatus according to claim 

11, wherein said plurality of communication routes are 
all to be employed at the same time. 

16. A remote control apparatus according to claim 
15 1, further comprising storage means for storing a 
history of operations performed according to said 
operating procedures . 



17. A remote control apparatus according to claim 
20 1, wherein said operating command is transmitted to a 

device other than said device that is to be controlled, 

/ 

and is transmitted /through said device to said device 
to be controlled, 



25 18. A remote control apparatus according to claim 

1, wherein said operating command is transmitted to a 

first device that is to be controlled, and is 

i 

J' 
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transmitted to a second device that i/s to be controlled 

/ 

19, A remote control apparatus according to claim 
1, wherein the status of said device that is to be 
controlled is received by said reception means and said 

operating procedures are changed according to said 

/ 

status. f 




20. A remote system comprising: 
identification means for identifying advice to 
be controlled by a remote control appa^tus; and 

transmission control means fjefr transmitting to 
said remote control apparatus information concerning a 
device that is identified, 

wherein s^aTa remote control apparatus transmits an 
operatin^dommand to said device in accordance with 
operating procedures based on said information that is 
received. 



21. A remote cont^rdl system annrrrHi^g rl fH^P^ 
20, wherein said infpiteaf\rionconcerning said device 
that is tg^bgcontrol led consists of operating 
Jedures for said device. 



JS> 22. A remote control system according to cXairHr^ 



20, wherein sj 



rormation concerning said device 
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that: is to be controlled consists of identification 
information, and wherein said remote control Apparatus 
employs said operating procedures in consjanance with 
said device stored in said remote cojvtrol apparatus. 



10 



23. A remote control ^stem according to claim 
20, wherein said infoprt^tion concerning said device 
that is to be controlled concerns a type of device that 
is to be controlled, and wherein said remote control 
apparatus/employs said operating procedures in 
consonance with said device type stored in said remote 
corycrol apparatus. 



24. A remote control system /according to claim 
15 20, wherein said identification nfieans detects a 

position of said remote control/ apparatus, and employs 
said position and positions ol a plurality of devices 
that are to be controlled hy/ said remote control 
apparatus to identify a deyice that is to be 
20 controlled . 



25. A remote control system according to claim 
20, wherein said identification means is provided for 
each of devices tha£ are to be controlled by said 
25 remote control apparatus. 



/ 

26. A remote control system according to claim 
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20, wherein said identification means identifies an 
operator of said remote control apparati/s, and 
designates operating procedures in consonance with said 



identity of said operator. 



27. A remote control system according to claim 
20, wherein said identification; means identifies a 
skill level of an operator of said remote control 
apparatus, and, in consonance with said skill level of 
10 said operator, designates functions that are to be 

/ 

included in operating procedures. 



28. A remote control system according to claim 
20, wherein each individual device that is to be 
15 controlled by said /remote control apparatus includes 
storage means for/storing a history of operations 



performed by sai/d device. 



20 28, wherein said devices that is tp^b€*cont rolled is 
operated by referring tp--s"Sid history of said 
operations per^Eerfined by said device that is stored in 
said 5*<5rage means , 



25 30. A remote control s/stem according to claim 

20, further comprising storage means for storing a 

/ 

history of operations performed by each individual 
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device that: is to be controlled by said remote control 
apparatus . > 

31. A remote control system according to claim 
5 30, wherein said devices that are to be controlled are 
operated by referring to said histories of said 
operations / performed by said devices stored in said 
storage means. 

/ 

10 32. A remote control apparatus comprisinc 

input means for receiving an instruction 
processing means for performing processing in 
accordance with said instruction inpuj/ny said input 
means ; 

15 communication means for cpfhmunicating with another 

device; and 

communication control ^neans for permitting said 
communication means t£y transmit an operation 
instruction, which/has bd^ri input for another device by 
20 said input means'; to said device to be controlled 
according to >said instruction. 

33./ A remote control apparatus according to claim 
32, farther comprising: 
25 ^ validation means for validating operating 

procedures for a device that is to be controlled 
/ according to said operating instruction; and 
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input control means for controlling said inpi 
means so as to input operation instructions for ^aid 
device in accordance with said operating procedures 
that are validated. 



10 



34. A remote control apparatus according to claim 
33, further comprising: 

storage means for storing operating procedures for 
another device, 

wherein said validation mesihs validates said 



/ 



operating procedures stored ii\ said storage means 



15 



35. A remote control Apparatus according to claim 
33, wherein said rec^pxioiv^neaj^s receives operating 
procedures for another device, and said validation 
means validates said operating procedures. 



20 



36. A re'mote control apparatus according to claim 
35, wherein /said communication means receives, from a 
device than; is to be controlled, operating procedures 
for saig device. 



25 



/37. A remote control apparatus according to claim 
32, /wherein said communication means receives results 
obtained by processing said device according to said 



^operation instruction, and said processing means 
/processes said results. 
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38. A remote control apparatus according to claiF 
32, wherein results obtained by said processing mea 
are transmitted, to said communication means, as am 
object to be processed by said device that is to be 
controlled. 



10 



39. An information processing apparatus 
comprising: 

determination means for speci^ing a process to be 
performed; and 

processing means for perfbrming said process 
specified by said determination means, 



40. An inf ormatibiHprocessing apparatus according 
15 to claim 39, wherein/for a determination, said 

determination means' employs at least one part of a 
process that is to be executed by a locally own 
apparatus, a stitus of said apparatus, an instruction 
from a user, ^nd the contents of information that is to 
20 be processec 



25 



41. / An information processing apparatus according 
to claiun 39, wherein said process includes 
communication with an external device. 

42. An information processing apparatus according 
tp claim 41, wherein said process includes an 
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acquisition of information from said external deviate. 

43. An information processing apparatus according 
to claim 42, wherein said acquisition of information 
includes a transmission request submitted to/ said 
external device. 



10 



44 . An information processing apparatus according 
to claim 41, wherein said communication includes 
storage of information in said external device. 



15 



20 



25 



45 . An information proc^sasing apparatus according 
to claim 41, wherein said oompufinication includes an 
instruction to said exterr/aJE device. 

46 . An information processing apparatus according 
to claim 41, wherein /said communication includes a 
response to a message received from said external 
device . 

47. An/information processing apparatus according 
to claim 4JS, wherein said message is a transmission 
request, /and information requested is transmitted as 
said response. 

48 . An information processing apparatus according 
to fclaim 46, wherein said message is a request for 
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storage, and whether or not a storage is available is 
transmitted as said response. 

49 . An information processing apparatus According 
to claim 46 , wherein said message is an instruction, 
and results obtained according to said instruction are 
transmitted as said response. 



50. An information processing Apparatus 
10 comprising: 

communication means for conjrfiunicating with an 
external device; 

processing means f(pr processing information from 
said external device tlAay jLs received through said 
15 communication means; 

acquisition means for acquiring information from 
said external device through said communication means; 
and 

control .means for permitting said processing means 
20 to process /said information acquired by said 
acquisition means. 



25 



y51. An information processing apparatus according 
to claim 50, wherein said processing means is output 
means for outputting information. 



/ 



52. An information processing apparatus according 
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to claim 50, wherein said acquisition means includes 
request means for issuing a transmission request yto 
said external device, and control means for enaiSling 
reception, through said communication means, c/f 
information that is transmitted by said external device 
upon receipt of said transmission request, 



10 



53. An information processing apparatus according 
to claim 50, wherein said acquisition means acquires 
specific information. 



15 



20 



54. An information proc^^s'ing apparatus according 
to claim 50, wherein said apqyysition means acquires 
information from a specif ic >6!&ternal device. 

55. An information: processing apparatus according 
to claim 50, further comprising: 

determination means for determining whether 
information should be acquired by said acquisition 
means , 

wherein s&id acquisition means acquires 
information An accordance with results obtained by said 
determination means. 



25 



56/ An information processing apparatus according 
to claim 55, further comprising: 

request input means for inputting an output 
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request from a user, 

wherein said determination means decides th> 
information is to be acquired upon receipt of ysaid 
output request . 



10 



57. An information processing apparatus according 
to claim 56, wherein said request input /means includes: 

natural language input means for inputting 
information using a natural language/ and 

analysis means for analyzing aaid information 
contained in said natural language input by said 
natural language input means ancy for identifying said 
output request . 



15 58. An information prb&ssing apparatus according 

to claim 55, further comprising: 

identification me^ns for identifying a status of 
said apparatus, 

wherein said determination means determines that 
20 information is tcy be acquired in accordance with said 
status . 



25 



59. An information processing apparatus according 
to claim 51, wherein said output means prints 
information . 



60j 



An information processing apparatus according 
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to claim 51, wherein said output means display 
information. 

61. An information processing apparatus according 
to claim 51, wherein said output means /outputs 
information by voice. 



10 



62. An information processing apparatus according 
to claim 52, wherein said transmission request includes 
information for designating an /information format. 



15 



63. An information Brdcessing apparatus according 
to claim 50, further co/npmsing: 

conversion means ff: orvchanging a format for 
information received v^a s&id communication means. 



20 



64. An information processing apparatus according 
to claim 52, wherefin said transmission request is a 
request for a list of information, 

65. An ^information processing apparatus according 
to claim 52 / wherein information to be transmitted is 
electronic/mail . 



25 



66 7 An information processing apparatus 
comprising : 

oommunication means for communicating with an 



• 
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external device; 

processing means for processing information/from 
said external device that is received through ^aid 
communication means ; 

transmission control means for transmi/fcting to 
said external device through said communication means 
said information that is processed by ^4id processing 
means ; and 

control means for storing in sfaid external device 
said information that has been transmitted to said 
external device through said communication means, 



pr/ 



67. An informatio 
to claim 6 6 , wherein s 
means for inputting information 



essing apparatus according 
ocessing means is input 



68. An information processing apparatus according 
to claim 66, wherein said transmission control means 
comprises a request means for issuing to said external 
device a recension request for information, and 
wherein, whe^i said reception request is accepted, said 
transmission control means transmits information that 
has been /input by said input means to said external 
device through said communication means. 

>9. An information processing apparatus according 
to diaim 66, wherein said transmission control means 
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transmits information to a specific external device. 

70. An information processing apparatus /according 
to claim 66, wherein said transmission contrpl means 
transmits information to a plurality of exyernal 
devices . 
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71. An information processing apparatus according 
to claim 68, wherein said transmission control means 

10 transmits said reception request parallel to a 
plurality of external device^ 

72. An information fcrrasgssing j apparatus according 
to claim 66, further comprd 

15 determination means yror determining whether a 

transmission to an external device should be performed, 

wherein said transmission control means controls 
said transmission ii?i accordance with results obtained 
by said determination means. 

20 

73 . An information processing apparatus according 
to claim 72, /further comprising: 

reques/c input means for inputting a transmission 
request fyom a user, 
25 whe4rein said determination means determines that a 

transmission should be performed in accordance with 
said /transmission request . 



1 
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74. An information processing apparatus according 

to claim 72, further comprising: 

identification means for identifying a status, 
wherein said determination means makes 

determination in accordance with said stati 



10 



75, An information processing apparatus according 
to claim 66, wherein said transmission control means 
transmits said information that hast been input, in 
parallel to a plurality of externfal devices. 



15 



76. An information praaessing apparatus according 
to claim 66, wherein sai$i information includes 
instruction information (^pjjfcerning said external 
device . 



20 



77. An information processing apparatus according 
to claim 76, wherein said instruction information 
includes setup instruction information for a process 
performed by jsaid external device. 



25 



78. An information processing apparatus according 
to claim/77, wherein said process performed by said 
external device is an information filing process. 

f79. An information processing apparatus according 
to c/laim 77, wherein said process performed by said 
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external device is an information search process . 

80, An information processing apparatus according 
to claim 76, wherein said instruction information 

5 includes information for instructing a Mrst external 
device to withdraw information from a ssecond external 
device. / 

81. An information processing apparatus according 
10 to claim 76, wherein said instruction information 

includes information for instri/cting a first external 
device to transfer information to a second external 
device. f\l 

15 82. An informaticty processing apparatus according 

to claim 76, wherein seiid r*i£oripation includes 
information for which^ processing is to be performed by 
said external device in accordance with said 
instruction information. 

20 / 

83 . An information processing apparatus according 
to claim 76, /wherein a process that is to be performed 
based on s£id instruction information is an information 
printing/process . 

25 / 

84. An information processing apparatus according 
to claim 76, wherein a process performed based on said 
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instruction information is an information display 
process . 

85. An information processing apparatus according 
5 to claim 76, wherein a process performed based on said 

instruction information is an informatiory storage 
process . 

86. An information processing apparatus according 
10 to claim 67, wherein said input mean/§ is means for 

reading image information. 



15 



87. An information proc 
to claim 67, wherein said ii 
forming an image from image 



Lng apparatus according 
means is means for 
Lon. 



88. An information processing apparatus 
comprising: 

operating means ^6r performing an operation; 
20 input means ±ot/ inputting information; 

processing means for, based on said operation, 
processing said information input by said input means; 

output means for outputting results obtained by 
said processirjg means; and 
25 control /means for controlling another device based 

on an opera/fcion for said device performed by said 
operation/means . 
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89. An information processing apparatus according 
to claim 88, further comprising: 

communication means for communicating ^ith another 
device, 

wherein said control means permit^ said 
communication means to transmit instruction information 
corresponding to an operation performed by said 
operating means. 

90. An information processing apparatus according 
to claim 88, wherein saidq operating means is capable of 
operating said other ae*vic:e even in a state where 
communication with aaidxievice is disabled, and wherein 
said control meang' transmits said instruction 
information corresponding to said operation when 
communication As enabled. 

91. /An information processing apparatus according 
to clainr 88, further comprising: 

isignation means for selecting a specific device 
from/among said plurality of other devices, 

wherein said control means controls a device 
selected by said designation means. 

92. An information processing apparatus according 
to claim 89, wherein said control means includes 
communication control means for permitting said 

I 
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communication means to transmit, to said deviice 
selected by said designation means, operating 
information that specifies an operation imat is to be 
performed by said operating means. 



10 



93, An information processing/apparatus according 
to claim 88, further comprising: 

validation means for validating operating 
procedures for said other devioe; and 

operating control means tor controlling said 
operating means, so that processing corresponding to 
said operating inf ormatilon/ is to be performed in 
accordance with said validated operating procedures. 



15 94. An information processing apparatus according 

to claim 93, further comprising: 

storage meai)S for storing operating procedures for 
another device,, 

wherein ;said validation means validates operating 
20 procedures ^tored in said storage means. 



25 



95./ An information processing apparatus according 
to claim 93, wherein operating procedures for another 
device are received by said communication means, and 
are validated by said validation means. 



96. An information processing apparatus according 
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to claim 95, wherein said communication means reg6ives, 
from said device that is to be controlled, saic 
operating procedures for said device. 
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97. An information processing apparatus according 
to claim 95, wherein said communication means receives, 
from a device other than said devicje that is to be 
controlled, said operating procedures for said device 
that is to be controlled. 

98. An information processing apparatus according 
to claim 88, further comprising: 

operating control ineans for controlling said 
operating means so thaj^foperating procedures for said 
apparatus are employee to perform an operation 
corresponding to operating information that concerns 
said device that i/s to be controlled. 



99. An i/iformation processing apparatus according 
20 to claim 98, /wherein said operating information is 
instruction/ information for instructing a process 
corresponding to said operation performed by said 
device to be controlled. 



25 1/00. An information processing apparatus 

according to claim 90, wherein said designation means 
is capable of selecting a plurality of devices that are 
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to be controlled at the same time. / 

101. An information processing apparatus 
according to claim 100, wherein said designation means 

5 is capable of selecting said apparatus /as one of a 

plurality of devices that are to be controlled at the 
same time. / 

102. An information processing apparatus 
10 according to claim 88, further comprising: 

identification means for j/dentifying a plurality 
of devices that are to be cjzffycrolled by said control 
means; / // 

detection means for (directing functions of a 
15 plurality of devices that? are^te^be controlled and that 
are identified by said identification means; and 

activation means /for activating said functions 
that are detected by said detection means. 

20 103. An information processing apparatus 

according to cl/aim 102, further comprising: 

notification means for issuing an activation 
notification^ for said functions activated by said 
activation/ means . 
25 / 

104. An information processing apparatus 
according to claim 103, further comprising: 
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requesting means for requesting thai: a user is^ue 
a confirmation before activation of said function^ is 
performed by said activation means . 



10 
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105. An information processing method yfcompri sing: 
a determination step of specifying a process to be 

performed by an information processing apparatus; and 

a processing step of performing sg/aLd process 
specified at said determination step. 

106. An information processing method according 
to claim 105, wherein, for a 52^;^rmi nation, at said 
determination step employed/is /dt least one part of a 
process that is to be executed Jby a locally own 
apparatus, a status of saicy ap^ra^us, an instruction 
from a user, and the contents of information that is to 
be processed. 



107. An inf orrjffetion processing method according 
20 to claim 105, wheyfein said process includes 

communication between an external device and said 
information processing apparatus. 



25 



108. An information processing method according 
to claim ly7, wherein said process includes an 
acquisition of information from said external device. 
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109 . An information processing method according 
to claim 108, wherein said acquisition of information 
includes a transmission request submitted to ^6id 
external device . 

5 

110. An information processing method according 
to claim 107, wherein said communication includes 
storage of information in said external device. 

10 111. An information processing method according 

to claim 107, wherein said communication includes an 
instruction to said external] device. 

112. An inf ormatipn S^roce^sing method according 
15 to claim 107, wherein/said communication includes a 

response to a message received from said external 
device . 

113. An /information processing method according 
20 to claim 112^ wherein said message is a transmission 

request, a^tid information requested is transmitted as 
said response. 



.4. An information processing method according 
25 to c^laim 112, wherein said message is a request for 

storage, and whether or not a storage is available is 
transmitted as said response. 
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115. An information processing method according 
to claim 112, wherein said message is an instruction, 
and results obtained according to said instruction are 
transmitted as said response. / 

116. An information processing nuathod comprising: 
a processing step of processing/ information that 

is received from an external devic^ through a 
communication unit, which is used' to communicate with 
said external device ; / 

an acquisition step yof [acquiring information 
through said communicati/on Anlt. from said external 
device; and /"v / 

a control step of / at said processing step, 
processing said information that is acquired at said 
acquisition step. / 

117. An information processing method according 
to claim 116, /wherein said processing step is an output 
step of outiputting information. 

118/ An information processing method according 
to clai:m 116, wherein said acquisition step includes a 
request step of issuing a transmission request to said 
external device, and a control step of enabling 
reception, through said communication unit, of 
i/nformation that is transmitted by said external device 
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upon receipt of said transmission request, 

119. An information processing method according 
to claim 116, wherein specific informati/on is acquired 
at said acquisition step. 



10 



15 



120. An information processing method according 
to claim 116, wherein information As acquired from a 
specific external device at said/acquisition step. 



essing method according 
ng: 

ermining whether 
&t said acquisition 



121. An information 
to claim 116, further con 

a determination stefe^pf/ de 
information should be acc 
step, 

wherein, at said/acquisition step, information is 
acquired in accordance with results obtained at said 
determination step/ 



20 122. An information processing method according 

to claim 121, /further comprising: 

a request input step of inputting an output 
request fr£m a user, 

whe/ein at said determination step it is decided 
25 that information is to be acquired upon receipt of said 
output request. 
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123. An information processing method according 
to claim 121, wherein said request input step includes: 

a natural language input step of inputting 
information using a natural language; and / 
5 an analysis step of analyzing said information 

contained in said natural language input pX. said 
natural language input step and of i den-pi f ying said 
output request. / 

10 124. An information processing method according 

to claim 121, further comprising^ 

an identification step oy identifying a status of 
said apparatus, / y 

wherein at said deitermifnation step it is 
15 ascertained that informa/ciokis to be acquired in 
accordance with said status. 

125. An information processing method according 
to claim 115, wj?ierein said output step is an 

20 information orinting process. 

126. / An information processing method according 
to claiin 115, wherein said output step is an 
information display process. 

25 / 

/ 127. An information processing method according 
yo claim 115, wherein said output step is an 
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information output process by voice. 

128. An information processing method according 
to claim 118, wherein said transmission request 
includes information for designating an information 
format . 
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129. An information processing method according 
to claim 118, further comprising: 

a conversion step of changing a format for 
information received via said communication unit. 



tioi 



130. An informa 
to claim 118, wherein 
request for a list of/ informa; 



rocessing method according 
transmission request is a 
ion. 



131. An information processing method according 
to claim 118, wherein information to be transmitted is 
electronic mai] 

132. Afi information processing method comprising: 
a procfessing step of processing information; 
a transmission step of transmitting said 

information that has been processed at said processing 
step to/ an external device through a communication 
unit, >which is used to communicate with said external 
device; and 
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a control step of storing in said external device 
said information that has been transmitted^ through said 
communication unit to said external dev/ce. 

133. An information processing method according 
to claim 132, wherein at said processing step is an 
input step of inputting information. 

134. An inf ormatiory^pirocessing method according 
to claim 132, wherein seica I transmission control step 
comprises a request slret/ off issuing to said external 
device a reception request for information, and 
wherein, when said reception request is accepted, at 
said transmission (control step, information that has 
been input at saird input step is transmitted to said 
external device through said communication unit. 

135. Kr\ information processing method according 
to claim 182, wherein at said transmission control step 
information is transmitted to a specific external 
device./ 

/l36. An information processing method according 
to claim 132, wherein at said transmission control step 
information is transmitted to a plurality of external 
devices . 
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137. An information processing method according 
to claim 134, wherein at said transmission control 
step, said reception request is transmitted /in parallel 
to a plurality of external devices. 
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138. An information processing method according 
to claim 132, further comprising: 

a determination step of determining whether a 
transmission to an external device/should be performed, 

wherein, at said transmission control step, said 
transmission is controlled ij?Ooc:cordance with results 
obtained at said determineytio// step. 



139. An information y^rdb^s^ing method according 
15 to claim 138, further comprising: 

a request input s;cep of inputting a transmission 
request from a user, 

wherein, at saad determination step, it is 
ascertained that p. transmission should be performed in 
20 accordance with/said transmission request. 
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140. An information processing method according 
to claim 13B , further comprising : 

an identification step of identifying a status, 
whe/ein, at said determination step, a 
determination is made in accordance with said status, 
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141. An information processing method according 
to claim 132, wherein at said transmission control 
step, said information that has been input li 
transmitted in parallel to a plurality of External 
devices . 
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142. An information processing/ method according 
to claim 132, wherein said information includes 
instruction information concerning said external 
device . 
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143. An information/ processing method according 
to claim 142, wherein ^aiGv instruction information 
includes setup instruction information for a process 
performed by said external device. 
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144. An information processing method according 
to claim 143/ wherein said process performed by said 
external device is an information filing process. 

145. An information processing method according 
to claa.m 143, wherein said process performed by said 
external device is an information search process - 
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/ 146. An information processing method according 
to claim 142, wherein said instruction information 
includes information for instructing a first external 
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device to withdraw information from a second external 
device . y 

147. An information processing method according 
to claim 142, wherein said instruction information 
includes information for instructing a/ first external 
device to transfer information to a Second external 
device . 
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148. An information processing method according 
to claim 142, wherein said information includes 
information for which propeVsing is to be performed by 
said external device in koOgfordance with said 
instruction information . , 

149. An information processing method according 
to claim 142, where/n a process that is to be performed 
based on said instruction information is an information 
printing process 

150. Kri information processing method according 
to claim 142, wherein a process performed based on said 
instruction information is an information display 
process .j 

.51. An information processing method according 
to dlalm 142, wherein a process performed based on said 
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instruction information is an information storage 
process . 

152. An information processing method according 
to claim 142, wherein said input step /is a step of 
reading image information. 
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153. An information processing method according 
to claim 142, wherein said inpulz step is a step of 
forming an image from image information. 



154. An informati 
information processing a 
unit for performing pro<6ess± 



rojbessing method, for an 
atus that has an operating 
mprising: 



15 an input step of /inputting information; 

a processing strep of processing, based on said 
operation, said information input at said input step; 

an output st:ep of outputting results obtained at 
said processings step; and 
20 a control step of controlling another device based 

on an operation performed for said device by said 
operation unit. 



155./ An information processing method according 
25 to clainf 154, further comprising: 

communication step of communicating with another 

device, 
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wherein, at said control step, said commyhication 
means is permitted to transmit instruction information 
corresponding to an operation performed a;c said 
operating step. 
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156. An information processing method according 
-to claim 154, wherein said operating unit is capable of 
operating said other device ever/ in a state where 
communication with said device/ is disabled, and wherein 

10 at said control step said instruction information 

corresponding to said op9rg/qion is transmitted when 
communication is enable 

157. An information processing method according 
15 to claim 154, further comprising: 

a designation/step of selecting a specific device 
from among said plurality of other devices, 

wherein, at said control step, a device selected 
at said desigryation step is controlled- 

20 

158. Xn information processing method according 
to claim 154, wherein said control step includes a 
communication control step of permitting said 
communication unit to transmit, to said device selected 

25 at said /designation step, operating information that 

specifies an operation that is to be performed by said 
operating unit . 



i 
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159. An information processing method according 
to claim 154, further comprising: / 

a validation step of validating operating 
procedures for said other device; and / 
5 an operating control step of controlling said 

operating means, so that processing corresponding to 
said operating information is to be performed in 
accordance with said validated opeirating procedures. 

10 160. An information processing method according 

to claim 159, wherein at said^validation step, 
validated are operating ppa4flures, which are stored in 
a storage unit for storing Operating procedures for 
another device. / \. ) 

15 / 

161. Ah information processing method according 
to claim 159, furtper comprising: 

an operation^ procedure reception unit of receiving 
operating procedures for another device through said 
20 communication/ uni t , 

whereiiy said received operating procedures are 
validated tjy said validation means. 

162/ An information processing method according 
25 to claim 161, wherein at said communication step, said 
operating procedures for said device are received from 
said device that is to be controlled. 
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163. An information processing method according 
to claim 161, wherein at said communication sstep, said 
operating procedures for said device that ifs to be 
controlled are received from a device other than said 
device that is to be controlled. 
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164. An information processing method according 
to claim 154, further comprising: 

an operating control step of controlling said 
operating unit so that operating procedures for said 
apparatus are employed to perform an operation 
corresponding to operatina/ i/nf ormation that concerns 
said device that is to Icf&Joon-t rolled . 

165. An information processing method according 
to claim 164, wherein said operating information is 
instruction information for instructing a process 
corresponding tea said operation performed by said 
device to be controlled. 

166. / An information processing method according 
to claim/156, wherein at said designation step, it is 
possible to select a plurality of devices that are to 
be controlled at the same time. 

167. An information processing method according 
tQf claim 166, wherein at said designation step, it is 
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possible to select said apparatus as one of a plurality 
of devices that are to be controlled 'at the same time. 
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r^8 . An information processing method according 
to claim\^154, further comprising: 

an identification step of identifying a plurality 
of devices\that are to be controlled/at said control 
step; 

a detection step of detecting functions of a 
plurality of devices that are "bo be controlled and that 
are identified at said identification step; and 

an activation step of/ Activating said functions 
that are detected at saidWj&tection step, 



15 169. An information processing method according 

to claim 168, further comprising: 

a notif icatio/i step of issuing an activation 
notification for /said functions activated at said 
activation step/ 

20 

170. Ari information processing method according 
to claim 160, further comprising: 

a requesting step of requesting that a user issue 
a confirmation before activation of said functions is 
25 performfed at said activation step, 



171. A computer-readable storage medium used to 
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store an information processing program for controlling 
a computer for processing of information, said /program 
comprising codes for enabling said computer to perform: 

a determination step of specifying a Process to be 
5 performed by an information processing apparatus; and 

a processing step of performing s^aid process 
specified at said determination step/i 

172. A computer-readable S/torage medium used to 
10 store an information processing program for controlling 
a computer for processing of/information, said program 
comprising codes for er^6bl]£ng said computer to perform: 

a processing steplof /processing information that 
is received from an ex^erk^al device through a 
15 communication unit, vjhich is used to communicate with 
said external device 

an acquisition step of acquiring information 
through said communication unit from said external 
device; and 

20 a control step of, at said processing step, 

processing said information that is acquired at said 
acquisition step. 



173. A computer-readable storage medium used to 
25 store/an information processing program for controlling 
a computer for processing of information, said program 
comprising codes for enabling said computer to perform: 
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a processing step of processing information; 

a transmission step of transmitting sau_d 
information that has been processed at safid processing 
step to an external device through a communication 
unit, which is used to communicate wi/ch said external 
device; and 

a control step of storing in/said external device 
said information that has been transmitted through said 
communication unit to said jexTyernal device. 

i74. A computer-rea&£i5le storage medium used to 
store an information proves sirtg-^rogr am for controlling 
a computer for processing of information, said program 
comprising codes for /enabling said computer to perform: 
an input step yof inputting information; 
a processing^ step of processing, based on said 
operation, said/ information input at said input step; 

an output step of outputting results obtained at 
said processing step; and 

a control step of controlling another device based 
on an ooferation performed for said device by said 
operation unit. 



